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Contras’ sudden wealth
a well-guarded mystery

By Nicholas M. Horrock

and Terry Atlas

Chicago Tribune '

" WASHINGTON—There is a growing
mystery about where anti-Sandinista
forces obtained funds to finance their

overt U.S
with rebel leaders, adminis-
tration aides and
of the rebels

$10 million to $1S million in mili-

tary operations deep into Nicaragua.
Congressional opponents of American in-
volvement in Nicaragua are trying to de-
termine whether the administration has
found a way to divert At erican assistance

to the groups, possibly by
duras, El Salvador or Costa Rica to secret-

ly share their U.S. aid with the rebels.
Igearlymmimonin(}.s.mﬂmryand
civiian assistance was directed to the
countries in . a for

i
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rrilla war.
‘udeiniatration officials and rebel
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, Adolfo Calero Portocar

owied

And O ) o RS ] paged
that rebel military operations had
virtually ceased and ammunition
was rationed to four bullets a day
for each man.

~ Singlaub said he believes about

one-third of the funds came from
private U.S. contributors and the
remainder from several foreign
countries and foreign businesses
that had pmﬁrty seized by the
Sandinistas. said the donors
wanted t0 remain anonymous to
avoid retaliation from Nicaragua
and the Soviet Union.

No other country has publicly
revealed financial support for the
rebels, though Honduras has given
them sanctuary and Costa Rica
has provided a de facto, if not
formal, haven. Nor has any major
international business organization
been identified with the movement.

There also is no strong evidence
%fsmnormmsofmomyindw

Singlaub declines to estimate the
donations by his own group, the
U.S. Council on Worid Freedom.
Soldier of Fortune magazine,

which has appealed to readers for
equipment, estimates its 1985 con-
tributions at $20,000.

The most publicized single fund-
raising event, a gala dinner here
last April 15, was buoyed when
President Reagan made a broad

appeal for aid to Nicaraguan rer.
ugees and $220,000 was collectey,

virtuall reached
Nfllgeeaandthedomdombus;
covered the cost of the affair.

By Labor Day, the State Depart-
House & pian Tor iy e
$27 million. A new office is to be
created in the department to han-

dle aid requests from the rebels
and there will be independent au-
dits to assure Congxuafo tk:lt the
money is going for approved pur-
cﬁaaes rather than military sup-
plies.

The contras would buy the sup-
plies and arrange for their deliv-
ery, leaving Washington to pay the:
bills. What types of supplies Wash-
ington will authorize remains to be
settled, but officials suggested the
line may be drawn more narrowly
than desired by rebel leaders such
as Calero, who wants ‘“humani-
tarian aid’”’ to include flak jackets,
boots, radios and small aircraft.

“There is no way we're going to
come through with Calero’s laun-
dry list until we see if Congress is
going to buy it,” said an admini
ganon official. “‘It’s just too sensi-

ve."”
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